#1

A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
(Barekhmar)

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the
LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led
me round among them; and behold, there were very many upon the valley; and
behold, they were very dry.

And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O
Lord GoOD, you know.” Again he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.

Thus says the Lord GoOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that I am the LOrD.”

So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And as I
looked, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no spirit in them.

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of man, and say to
the spirit, Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from the four winds, O spirit, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the spirit came into them, and they
lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great host. Then he said to me,
“Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gobp: Behold, I will
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people; and I will bring
you home into the land of Israel.

And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise
you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you
shall live, and I will place you in your own land; then you shall know that I, the
LORD, have spoken, and I have done it, says the LORD.”
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#2

A reading from the Book of Proverbs
(Barekhmar)

Proverbs 31:10-31
Who can find a good wife?

She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her,
and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of
her life.

She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of
the merchant, she brings her food from afar.

She rises while it is yet night and provides food for her household and tasks for
her maidens. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she
plants a vineyard.

She clothes her loins with strength and makes her arms strong. She perceives
that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night.

She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens
her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.

She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household are clothed
in scarlet. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple.

Her husband is known in the gates, when he sits among the elders of the land.
She makes linen garments and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant.

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She
opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of
idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praises her: “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to
be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the
gates.



#3

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
(Barekhmar)

Acts of the Apostles 9:36-42

Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas or
Gazelle.

She was full of good works and acts of charity.
In those days she fell sick and died;
and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room.

Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent
two men to him entreating him,

“Please come to us without delay.”
So Peter rose and went with them.
And when he had come, they took him to the upper room.

All the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing coats and garments
which Dorcas made while she was with them.

But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed;

then turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, rise.” And she opened her eyes, and
when she saw Peter she sat up.

And he gave her his hand and lifted her up.
Then calling the saints and widows he presented her alive.

And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.



#4

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
(Barekhmar)

1 Corinthians 15:12-28

Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
that there is no resurrection of the dead?

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; If
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.

We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that
he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.

For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all men most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep.

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in
his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to
Christ.

Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet.

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

“For God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “All
things are put in subjection under him,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all
things under him.

When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things under him, that God may be everything to
every one.
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#5

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
(Barekhmar)

1 Corinthians 15:35-49

But some one will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” You foolish man! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.

And what you sow is not the body which is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of
wheat or of some other grain.

But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

For not all flesh is alike, but there is one kind for men, another for animals,
another for birds, and another for fish.

There are celestial bodies and there are terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the
celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable.

It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power.

It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical
body, there is also a spiritual body.

Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living soul”; the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit.

But it is not the spiritual which is first but the physical, and then the spiritual.
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.

As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.
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#6

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
(Barekhmar)

1 Corinthians 15:50-58
I tell you this, brethren:

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable.

Behold! I tell you a mystery.
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
shall be changed.

For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal
nature must put on immortality.

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

“O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
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#7

A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
(Barekhmar)

2 Corinthians 5:1-10

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Here indeed we groan, and long to put on our heavenly dwelling,
so that by putting it on we may not be found naked.
For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety;

not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit
as a guarantee.

So we are always of good courage;
we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord,
for we walk by faith, not by sight.

We are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at
home with the Lord.

So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.
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#8

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
(Barekhmar)

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are
asleep,

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord,

that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,

shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,

with the archangel’s call,

and with the sound of the trumpet of God.

And the dead in Christ will rise first;

then we who are alive, who are left,

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we shall always be with the Lord.

Therefore comfort one another with these words.
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#9

A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
(Barekhmar)

2 Corinthians 4:13-18

Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believed, and so
I spoke,” we too believe, and so we speak,

knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and
bring us with you into his presence.

For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it
may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

So we do not lose heart.

Though our outer man is wasting away, our inner man is being renewed every
day.

For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison,

because we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen;

for the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.

27



#10

A reading from the Second Letter of Peter
(Barekhmar)

2 Peter 3:8-14

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count slowness, but is
forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth
and the works that are upon it will be burned up.

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons ought you
to be in lives of holiness and godliness,

waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be kindled and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire!

But according to his promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since you wait for these, be zealous to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

And count the forbearance of our Lord as salvation.
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#11

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
(Barekhmar)

Romans 8:12-27

So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh— for if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body you will live.

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the spirit of
sonship.

When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also
be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the sons of God; for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope;

because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain
the glorious liberty of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning with labor pains together until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness;

for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with sighs too deep for words.

And he who searches the hearts of men knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
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#12

A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
(Barekhmar)

Romans 6:2b-13

How can we who died to sin still live in it?

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death?

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his.

We know that our former man was crucified with him so that the sinful body
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.

For he who has died is freed from sin.
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.

For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.

The death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to
God.

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions.

Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield
yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your
members to God as instruments of righteousness.
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#13

A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel
(Barekhmar)

Ephesians 1:15-2:7

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love toward all the saints,

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints,

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe,
according to the working of his great might

which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made
him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come;

and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the Church,

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
And you he made alive.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us,

even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved),

and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus,

that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
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